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waiver authority to six additional 
states. On April 29, 1999, the Education 
Flexibility Partnership Act of 1999 was 
signed into law, providing all states 
that had rigorous assessment and ac-
countability systems the opportunity 
to participate. Because of North Caro-
lina’s comprehensive assessment and 
statewide school accountability sys-
tem, the ABCs, North Carolina became 
an Ed-Flex state on December 19, 2000. 

Ed-Flex has played a vital role in 
North Carolina’s educational system 
by allowing local school districts to 
have the increased flexibility they need 
in the implementation of various Fed-
eral education programs. I am proud of 
North Carolina’s exceptional school ac-
countability program. As a result of 
our strong accountability safeguards, 
the Ed-Flex Program is helping our 
schools to meet the goals of the No 
Child Left Behind Act. Continuing the 
Ed-Flex Program will further enhance 
the efforts of North Carolina local dis-
tricts and schools to ensure that all 
students achieve academic proficiency. 
I thank my colleagues for their support 
of this important legislation. 
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AFRICAN UNION 

Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, I wish to 
discuss the genocide in Darfur. While 
there have been many speeches given 
on this critical subject, I want to take 
a moment to talk about a subject that 
has all too often been overlooked—the 
efforts of the African Union, AU. 

At present, the Bush administration 
is helping to spearhead discussion on 
how to absorb the African Union force 
in Darfur into a larger U.N. contingent 
with a far greater capacity to protect 
civilians. I wholeheartedly agree with 
the administration that the current 
formula for combating brutality in 
Darfur is insufficient. In fact, in De-
cember, Senator BROWNBACK and I 
wrote an op-ed in the Washington Post 
advocating this very course of action. 

At the same time, many government 
officials, and outside observers, have 
given little regard to the efforts of the 
African Union Mission in Sudan, AMIS. 

We must start reversing this trend. I 
tip my hat to AMIS for its strong ef-
forts, under the most difficult of cir-
cumstances, over the course of the last 
2 years. 

The AU leadership, along with indi-
vidual troop contributing countries— 
such as Rwanda, Senegal, and Nigeria— 
made a decision to put African lives on 
the line when the campaign of terror 
waged against civilians was at its 
height. The AU leadership just as eas-
ily could have said ‘‘its too difficult, 
its too dangerous, this is somebody 
else’s problem.’’ 

Instead, they took action. 
In a geographically diverse and in-

hospitable terrain, the AU built its op-
erations—the most complex in the or-
ganization’s history—from scratch, at 
a time when thousands of Darfurian ci-
vilians were being ethnically cleansed 
every month. 

Although AMIS has just 5,000 troops 
and 2,000 observers and police spread 
out over a region the size of France, it 
has made a difference. Civilians on the 
ground in Darfur have reported that, 
where AU forces are present, they feel 
safer. An estimated 2 million civilians 
are now living in camps. These civil-
ians depend on humanitarian aid for 
their survival, and aidworkers report 
that their convoys would not be able to 
navigate key areas without the invalu-
able escorts supplied by AMIS. 

As security has deteriorated in 
Darfur over the last 4 months, lightly 
armed AMIS troops are increasingly 
the targets of assault, kidnapping, and 
murder. 

Mr. President, has AMIS been a per-
fect mission? No. Is there room for im-
provement? Yes. But, I know that 
those of us in the Senate who follow 
this issue closely support what the AU 
is doing and want the AU to do more of 
it. 

In July, I traveled to the United Na-
tions and met with representatives of 
the AU and their member-states. There 
is no question that it is a young orga-
nization in need of capacity-building. 
But, I sensed that there was great re-
solve to ensure AMIS succeeded. 

Moving forward, I think it is impor-
tant to recognize that the AMIS has 
been an important first step for the 
AU. At the same time, I think there is 
widespread recognition—belatedly in 
my view—that the genocide in Darfur 
is an international, not only an Afri-
can, issue. 

I will use an analogy, albeit an im-
perfect one, with U.S. efforts in Af-
ghanistan. While the United States is 
heavily involved in this nation, I be-
lieve that this is a situation with inter-
national ramifications; a key reason 
that the international community 
should be doing more to help stabilize 
this nation. 

The same holds true for Darfur, 
where the challenges presented by a 
savage conflict spilling across inter-
national borders outstrip the resources 
currently in place to effectively deal 
with it. The United Nations and NATO 
should become more active. 

This is not to take anything away 
from the efforts of the AU, who stepped 
in on their own to try to fill the secu-
rity vacuum in Darfur. The AU will be 
indispensable in the coming year at a 
time when security conditions are de-
teriorating, but before additional 
troops can be deployed. As discussions 
progress about follow-on forces, it is 
clear that those same African coun-
tries leading the current AU efforts in 
Darfur will be the essential core of any 
successor mission. 

In my view, it is essential that the 
United States government take the 
lead in rallying for AMIS the financial, 
military, and political support it needs 
to continue its essential work in 
Darfur and to transform itself into the 
backbone of a larger, more mobile UN 
mission. 

Again, I thank the AU for its efforts 
and believe now more than ever that 

African leadership will be key to inter-
national success in Darfur. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL 
ROBERT L. SCOTT, JR. 

∑ Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I 
rise today to express my deep sorrow 
over the passing of a great American 
leader and one of my personal heroes, 
BG Robert L. Scott, Jr. I first met Gen-
eral Scott in 1993. I became an instant 
fan of this amazing man. We became 
good friends sharing many hours of sto-
ries about his life and his love for 
America. It was only 2 weeks ago that 
I spoke at the General Robert L. Scott 
Heritage Society dinner. General Scott 
very kindly used to sign copies of his 
book ‘‘God Is My Co-Pilot’’ for my 
military academy cadets. He never 
failed as a great ambassador and host 
to my wife Julie-Anne and her school-
children when she used to bring them 
to the Air Force Museum in Warner 
Robins, GA. The Museum of Aviation 
at Robins Air Force base has done a 
fine job capturing the life of this great 
man that I would like to speak about 
today. 

BG Robert L. Scott, Jr., world re-
nowned World War II ‘‘fighter ace’’ and 
author of the 1943 book ‘‘God Is My Co- 
Pilot,’’ has gone to see his co-pilot. The 
spirited adventurer, who flew fighter 
missions with the ‘‘Flying Tigers’’ in 
China, passed away quietly on Feb-
ruary 27 at the age of 97. Known to his 
friends and family as ‘‘Scotty,’’ the re-
tired general lived his final two dec-
ades as the champion and cheerleader 
of the Museum of Aviation in Warner 
Robins, GA. 

General Scott’s lifetime story and 
flying career is legendary. A West 
Point graduate, he amassed over 33,000 
flying hours in 60 years of flying. Offi-
cial Army Air Force records credit him 
with 13 aerial victories, but according 
to General Scott it was really 22, mak-
ing him one of the top Air Force 
‘‘aces’’ of World War II. 

Born on April 12, 1908, General Scott 
grew up in Macon, GA. He graduated 
from Lanier High School in 1928. The 
summer between his junior and senior 
years of high school, he took a job as 
deck boy aboard a Black Diamond Line 
freighter and sailed halfway around the 
world. It was the beginning of a life-
time of adventure. 

General Scott’s lifelong ambition was 
to fly. At age 12, he flew a home-built 
glider off the roof of a three story 
house in Macon, and crashed landed 
amid the spikes of a Cherokee rose 
bush—the State flower of Georgia. As 
General Scott tells the story, ‘‘Gliders 
were built out of spruce, but I didn’t 
have enough money, so I made mine 
out of knotty pine. I cleared the first 
Magnolia, but then the main wing 
strut broke and I came down in Mrs. 
Napier’s rose bushes. It’s the only 
plane I ever crashed.’’ 
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